
 
 

  
Abstract─An increase in population and building density in 

the capital city of Jakarta has led to an increase in the 
complexity of the problems if Jakarta. Limited and high prices 
of land have led to the needs of neglected public open space. 
Public open space at the Kampong of the city has a temporary 
function. The temporary public open space as the Third-space 
is the result of spatial products from the residents’ activities.. 
Methods used in this research are literature study and 
journals review. Data collection used qualitative    approach 
method, i.e. descriptive and empirical assessment on the 
phenomenon of temporary public open space.  The results of 
the study concluded that the variables of time and community 
behaviour have some effect on temporary public open space in 
kampong of the city of Jakarta. 
 

Index Terms—Temporary, public open space, community. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
The development of the city and the increase in 

population of the city of Jakarta has increased the number of 
space required for urban facilities and infrastructure. The 
increase in the built area has resulted in the decline of the 
availability of public open space. Public open space is an 
open space located on publicly-owned land in the form of 
park, sporting field, and other open space. This area can be 
accessed and used by public freely.  The city Kampong as a 
dense residential area of the city has very minimal amount 
of public open space. As a consequence, the public use 
street for their activities 
 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Temporary Public Open Space   
Public open space is an open space that can be accessed 

freely and spontaneously by the public either visually or 
physically [1]. There are three criteria for essential public 
space, i.e. Capable of giving meaning or significance to 
local people individually or in groups (meaningful), 
responsive to all the wishes of the users and can 
accommodate all activities in the public space  (responsive), 
capable of  accepting  the presence of all kinds of people 
without any discrimination (democratic) all this freedom 
requires control on spatial functions, traffic circulation and 
parking of motor vehicles, the placement of street vendors 
and so on [2]. 

Temporary public open space is public open space whose 
function is temporary until the needs of the public space are 
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met as a result of the development and growth of the city. 
Haydn in Temporary Urban Space stated that, with the 
development of the situation and living conditions in urban 
areas, human needs for space activities grow as well [3]. 

B. City Kampong  
In the spatial dictionary, City kampong is defined as a 

housing complex that is part of the city with high population 
density. This indicates that the housing was built informally, 
and lack of infrastructure. As a result of the dense condition, 
health factor has become the main issue. 

C. The Concept of Space 
The concept of place is the origin of the concept of space. 

Before the concept of space emerged, place was considered 
as container of all existence on Earth. By making the 
existence of human beings and all objects on Earth as the 
basis of the concept of place, place is believed as the 
container of everything: the world we inhabit is a place, a 
container that has a limit.  

Although place is the place where events occur, this does 
not mean that space can be detached from time. Space 
cannot be detached from time. Time is the fourth dimension 
that accompanies space as part of the three-dimensional 
existence. Time as a union of dimension unifies the three 
dimensional space. The concept of space-time is then runs 
parallel with the concept of movement in space. Space is 
something that supports the freedom of movement, while 
place is the stopping place of a movement. 

D. Time and Its Relation with Space  
Space and time are inseparable aspects that were built 

through a social process. A context that is understood as a 
place where human activities take place is an effort to 
organize thing in space and time.  If perceived that way, 
space cannot be thought of as something static, similar to 
imagining a time without space. Being and time, revealed 
the meaning of “being” that is defined based on time 
(temporariness) and is an analysis of the time as the horizon 
for understanding of the being. This view of philosophy is a 
phenomenological ontology. Temporariness also discussed 
as the correlation between time and space. Da-seinwas 
introduced as the basic of being, an awareness that can 
understand the being of other things. Looking at spatiality 
from da-seinpoint of view, analysis of presence and 
temporariness refers to a limit and aspatio-temporal 
characteristics. There is a point where this present started, 
taking place and ends. Spatiality is the presence that might 
only start a temporality, incapable of deducingspace of time 
or dissolving it in time entirely. Something presents in space 
walks in time as psychic events, so that the physics occurs 
in time not to give a spatial interpretation as a form of 
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institutions, but to build something psychical that walks in a 
time based on factual presence. Temporariness (the aspect 
of time) functions as the basis of spatiality. Da-sein occurs 
briefly. Whenever da-sein will exist in a space, it has to 
determinethe direction and find something like an area or 
region that can be presented as a place. When something 
comes with tools, taking care of the thing, or moving around 
or out of the way, then a region has been found. 
Temporariness (time) attempted to expose the da-sein into 
something that was clearly understood in space [4]. 

E. Theory of Third-Space  
Third-space is an approach on how to see, perceive, and 

understand a spatial symptom. In addition, it also provides a 
great opportunity on how the world is described, mapped, 
and presented. Based on Foucault's approach and an 
understanding on the essence of space dichotomy, this 
framework was used to explore every corners of Los 
Angeles. With a background as a geographer, Soja found 
previously unimaginable spaces that are called the third-
space.  The idea of the third-space in the urban context, 
gives more attention on the understanding of a space 
becoming a place (place making) given by the society. Soja 
stated that spatiality is the result of a community social 
relationship that forms social life. This means that space is a 
product and medium of social life. Being (the existence) can 
be constructed if it is supported by three aspects, i.e. 
spatiality(space), historical (time) and sociality. This 
ontological trialectics should be understood simultaneously 
to obtain a complete understanding about the reality. 

Lefebvre proposed the concept of social space in three 
categories of space that he called spatial practice or 
perceived space, and representational space or lived spaces. 
Originally, spatial practice is a functional space to 
accommodate the needs of people for space as a place to 
live. Climate, culture, and behavior factors as basic nature 
are taken into consideration in creating the spaces, in both 
residential and neighborhood scale. As people needs grow, 
space becomes an entity that can be understood without 
limit. Space not only to meet basic needs (physical), but is 
also demanded to be able to meet the needs of peopleon 
hierarchy and social status, as well as being used as a means 
to show of force. Furthermore, space that covers and 
dominates spatial practice is what Lefebvre called as 
representation of space.This is space as imagined by the 
community (such as architect and urban planner). They 
regard this as “the true space”, and it is used by certain 
parties to achieve and sustain dominance [5]. 

 

III.  METHODOLOGY 
The method of data collection used qualitative approach, 

i.e. descriptive and empirical study on the phenomenon of 
the formation of a temporary public open space taking place 
in the city kampong of Jakarta. The method in this writing is 
based on theories from literature study on things related to 
space, social network, and time. Throughliterature study 
from various sources, observation, interview and Focus 
Group Discussion were held to find the problems and 
variables associated with the formation of temporary public 
open space. 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Researches on Public Space and Behaviour that have 

been conducted: 
1) The idea of the third space in perceiving and 

understanding spatial symptom (?) classified space 
into three categories, i.e.  

a) The first space as daily space 
b) The second space refers to the idea of abstract 

spatial  
c) The third-space as a bridge between the reality of 

the first space and the imagination of the second 
space.  

The idea of third-space in urban context: the 
understanding of a becoming a place (place making) given 
by the society. Space is the result of a community social 
relationship that forms social life, space as a product and 
medium of social life. 

2) Space can play various roles in socio-economic 
world:  

a) Space can take the roles from a  production power 
(others are more traditional power such as factory , 
tools and machinery)   

b) Space itself can be a commodity that is consumed 
productively (e.g. the land where the factory was 
constructed).  

c) Space is important politically in facilitating the 
system control.  

d) Space supports property reproduction and relation 
(e.g. expensive community for the capitalist and 
slums for the poor )  

e) Space can be in the form of superstructure that 
looks neutral but concealing economic base that 
produces superstructure which is far from being 
neutral.  

3) The presence of unity of space – time – actors: 
a) Space as a spatial element that accommodates 

activities. The supporting elements are the ones 
having a role in in changing the layout/ 
arrangement/composition of a space so that the 
space possesses having various shapes and 
different atmosphere.  

b) Time dynamic is how the role of time that seems 
arranging, controlling and even deciding when an 
activity should be held. Daily, weekly, monthly or 
annual activities will be different depending on 
society.  

c) Actor as an aspect that plays an important role in 
understanding a space becoming a place is also an 
important element in the formation of an activity. 

There are three paradoxes found in the practice of the use 
of public space: paradox between informality and formality, 
paradox between public and private space and, paradox 
between the phenomenon of regularity (the order) and 
disorder (chaos) in the process of human mental movement 
to familiarize with territory, conditions and situation that is 
taking place 

4) High population and housing density significantly 
influence human ability to adapt to the environment, 
so that within certain limitation, the conditions are 
influential in reaching optimization of his life. 
Factors influencing the ability of people to adapt to 
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the environment are: 
a) Family territorial area  (land and building area)  
b) The existence of spatial functions in every building 

that can accommodate basic necessities of space  
c) Public facilities in the form of an open space place 

where people can play. Place or space where 
people can interact with each other.  

d) Courtyard of a house and the width of the road in 
front of the house as a substitute for an open space 
and can serve as a place to interact 

5) Observations on some city kampong in Jakarta show 
that public open space for people to interact is 
difficult to find due to limited land. To meet the 
needs on public space, the utilization of public open 
space is expanded temporarily to several areas, as 
shown in Fig. 1 – Fig. 3, below [6] 

a) Main roads, used as area for playing, trade and 
social interactions, and car park area 

b) Road or small alleys as children playground, 
trading area, area for social activities and 
interaction, motor parking area, household service 
are, etc.   

c) The field within the kampong is used not only for 
sports, but also for interaction among the residents, 
trading place, and children playground. 

 

 
Fig. 1. Space on the main road during Night-time and holiday used for car 

parking area. 
 

 
Fig. 2. Space on the main road during morning-time and holiday used 

forVendor parking area. 
 

 
Fig. 3. Space on the small street/alley isused for children’s play and 

interactionarea, another day is used traffic. 
 

In the phenomenon of this temporary public open space 
there is a correlation between space and time or a space that 
is formed in conducting daily activities related to public 
open space.  Social interaction activities in open spaces 
invites interaction and activity, temporarily, and when the 
time duration in end the space will return to its original 

function.  Activities can bring the place with different 
meanings and bring community closer. With social network 
stimulation and the diversity of individual experiences, 
different urban activities can be created, as shown in Table I, 
below [7]. 
 

TABLE I: THE ACTIVITY PATTERN OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE IN SOME 
CITY KAMPONG OF JAKARTA 

Types of public 
open space  

identification of 
public open 
spaces 

The description of 
identification 

Alley 
 

Time of usage  
Activity that is 
taking place  
 
 
 
Users 
Quality of Public 
open space  

Daily, certain time  
pedestrian/ motorcycle, 
bicycle traffic, socialization 
among neighbours, trading, 
children playground 
Residents and public 
Road width 0.80 m - 2.00 m, 
pedestrian, mostly without 
canopy, there are only green 
plants, mostly used for 
motorcycle parking, place to 
sit , place to sell, and place 
to dry clothe 

Sport field  Time of usage  
Activity that is 
taking place  
 
Users  
Quality of Public 
open space  

Daily  
Sport, interaction and selling  
area for residents, etc 
Residents, Vendors  
Total area of the field 15.00 
m X 15.00 m, pavement, 
without plants   

The main road 
 

Time of usage  
 
Activity that take 
place  
 
Users  
Quality of Public 
open space  

Daily, weekend, certain time
Interactions between area 
residents, car parking area 
residents  
Residents, Public  
Wide of street 15.00 m 
A few tree, some sitting, 
some damage road 

 

V. CONCLUSION 
Theoretical assessment, journal review and field 

observationconcluded that public open space in the city 
kampong is more temporary in its usage. The temporary 
public open space exists and produces social networking 
patterns of interactions between a actorsand the formation 
of spatial configuration with temporary functions. 
Temporary public open spaces can also be referred to as 
third-space. The result of the study concluded that the 
variables of time and behaviour of society with different 
cultural characteristics have some effects on the formation 
of temporary public open space in the city of Jakarta. 

All temporary places are usually illegal and should be 
regulated with a perm it of an event and planner’s regulation. 
Temporality can produce different social interactions within 
the time restrictions compared to the usual pattern of 
architecture and planning. A small, temporary event can 
have a huge impact. Therefore, the function of temporary 
public open space should be managed to avoid a bigger 
negative impact. Community participation is expected to 
optimize the utilization of public open space in the 
kampong area. Public participation should certainly be 
supported by government regulation and license. 
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